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Dear 1971 Classmate:

This is my tenth President’s letter to our Class. Every year in late June, I sit down to think 
about and review the events of the past year, and to pull together a list of the coming year’s 
gatherings we all can look forward to. As Summer turns into Fall, as Princeton brings its 
students back for the Fall semester—and life at the University bursts, once again, into action. 

for the 50th anniversary of our graduation, has proved challenging.

I am sitting here, in my New York City apartment, sequestered in this space since March 
12th. The moment coronavirus (COVID-19) brought this city to a grinding and terrifying 

drive to Connecticut and, strict rules in place, pull my clubs out of my car and head to the 

virus impact. It has been a rough few months for the world at large and especially for the 
United States.

This pandemic has impacted all aspects of our lives: the way we approach each day, how we 
deal with the simplest services—groceries and shopping for basics, our own work lives and 
our kids’/grandkids’ educations or careers, whatever their stage. The list goes on. Princeton 
didn’t escape the impact of the pandemic, and closed its doors in mid-March. The hopes of 
the Class of 2020 were dashed as they saw their treasured Senior Spring disappear, along 
with the pomp and circumstance of a well-earned Graduation. The cancellation of Reunions 
hit all Classes ending in ‘5 and ‘0…all the way to ‘70’s 50th.

We all heard from President Eisgruber on July 6th and, again on August 7th. Princeton’s  

31st, Sophomores and Seniors back for the latter part of the year, after Christmas. In his 
 

education remotely”—in conjunction with working back to a “meaningful residential  
experience”. Sadly, the August announcement cancelled Fall in-person classes for undergradu-
ates. As Eisgruber states in both missives, we are in uncharted territory and there is still too 
much at risk in Princeton’s view. It is clear there are no guarantees about how the year will 
unfold. The University promises to constantly reexamine all elements of its on-Campus and 
remote educational experience.

On a separate, disheartening note, on July 8th Mollie Marcoux, Princeton’s Athletic Director, 
announced the Ivy League’s decision not to hold Fall Varsity Sports. Many NCAA colleges 
and universities are also canceling their varsity schedules. A huge blow to Princeton’s highly 
talented and hardworking student athletes.



Despite the sobering reality of this virus, and the profound public health, economic and educational crisis it has caused, we 
must think about and plan, and—in the case of our great Class—plan for the big celebration of our 50th Reunion. Jack Hittson, 
our indefatigable Reunions Chair, along with Ronnie Hittson h71 and several valiant Class volunteers, are hard at work 
on every wonderful detail and myriad contingencies. There will be numerous email and snail-mail communications as the 

Thursday, 
May 20th to Sunday, May 23rd, 2021. The fastest way to get all updated information about the 50th Reunion is via email or 
from our 1971 website—princeton71.org. Please make sure we have your email and that you are a registered website user. 

Jack Hittson and the 50th Reunion Committee will be sending out a detailed Reunion email to the Class shortly after Labor 
Day. Simultaneously, the Registration form and registration options will be available on our Class website – princeton71.org. 

Chris Connell and Ray Ollwerther, our Yearbook and Class Poll Co-Chairs, is already 
 

announcement from them either by email or snail mail. Our Yearbook will bring together wonderful articles written by 
various Classmates, Personal Essays, Pictures and Remembrances. Mark Swanson, our Class Secretary and scribe, will 
include Memorials honoring all our Classmates who have passed away, and whose memories burn brightly—alongside 
other Class history that we can cherish for years to come. 

Please  
All submissions will be through our Class Website—princeton71.org. If you haven’t yet signed up for our Website, it is 
easy to do so. If you need help, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Alan Usas Technology Chair, at 
webmaster@princeton71.org. To publish the Yearbook and get it into your hands well in advance of our Reunion, Chris and 
Ray need your submissions no later than September 30th.

Jack and Ronnie Hittson worked hard to negotiate room blocks with local Hotels and have sent the Class numerous Hotel 
options. I hope that by the time you read this letter all of you have taken a moment to look at those options and to reserve 
your accommodations for our 50th—Thursday, May 20th to Sunday, May 23, 2021. If, by chance, you have misplaced 

MUCH MORE TO COME ON OUR 50TH…. Bringing together The WILD Life Class in 2021!!

On a more ‘day-to-day’ note, your Executive Team is always hard at work. We have a Conference Call monthly—the second 
Tuesday of every month—and have for the past nine years. Each month we review planning for key activities, quarterly 

issues. Some of our calls cover more urgent issues than others. Some are straight forward. Nonetheless, we have a quorum 
every month. 

Gary Walsh, our Vice President, has created many opportunities to interact with our Protégé Class of 2021. This past year 
has been challenging. However, Gary is always communicating with these rising Seniors and they have been energetic about 
engaging with us. We are hopeful there will be some interesting opportunities this coming year, even if many of that Class 
are learning remotely.

Mark Swanson, our Class Secretary, is responsible for the Minutes of our monthly meetings (all of which, for the past 9 

in every PAW—and bringing interesting facts/details to the table in each article. Beyond that, he has carefully researched 
and written every Class Memorial you have read these past years, some of which have taken considerable digging. He is 
always thinking about how we should be communicating with all of you—an invaluable member of this team.

Our Class Finances are solid, thanks to Howard Zien, Class Treasurer and resident class conscience (I say the same thing 
every year…fantastic). We ended the year with about the same number of Dues Payers as we do each year. As Howard 
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frequently tells us, a distinguishing feature of our Class is that, somehow, although total dues payers are roughly consistent 

th Yearbook and Survey. We would be 
nowhere without our Dues. I urge all of you to consider supporting our Class by paying your Dues each year—especially 
in this our 50th year—and as we go forward.

Jack Hittson, our Reunions Chair is organizing our 50th, as mentioned above. You all will be hearing from Jack frequently 
in the coming months, so watch out for his missives!

Alan Usas, our Technology Chair, keeps our website up to date with articles from all our events, photograph albums, all 
our PAW mentions and articles, our Class Memorials, Executive Committee Minutes, and on and on. He is always on it and 
we literally could not exist without him. He is a treasure. Go to our website and see! If you aren’t on (or you do not have an 

WITH OUR YEARBOOK!):
1) alumrecs@princeton.edu, and, once in their database with a 

current email address, sign up for an account on the Class website. 
2) Contact Alan, at webmaster@princeton71.org if you need help creating a sign-on for ‘71’s website.

raised $66.2 million dollars for Annual Giving, with a 48% participation rate. Excellent results given current conditions. 

rate was disappointing but explainable—and the dispersion between class participation rates tended to the outside of the 
range, among many, if not most, classes. Kathy Molony and Rob Slocum, our assiduous Annual Giving Co-Chairs, kept 
on going, despite the odds. We owe them a big debt of gratitude.

50th Reunion. We have 
good news in that our advance fund currently stands at over $1.1 million. Historically, 50th Reunion classes have raised 
twice their best previous Reunion performance. Our Goal, given our past performance, is set at $4 million dollars. Expect 
to hear more from our Annual Giving leaders in October. It is also important to note that the success of our 50th Reunion 
Campaign depends in great part on our Class volunteers. We really need your help to make a few calls this year to support 
our goals – both in dollars and participation. Please get in touch with Rob Slocum and Kathy Molony if you are willing 

classagent@princeton71.org.

Stu Rickerson, our long-time Save the WILD Life Chair, is working with Jack Hittson to create another spectacular 

Damn Place of All”; 2) To reduce Reunion Registration costs for all Classmates; and 3) to welcome back great music from 
our College years where possible. Donating is easy: Just head to our Class website, princeton71.org, Select “SWLF” from 
the “Giving” menu and make your gift. Whatever you decide to give will be greatly appreciated. You can also give, when 
you pay your Dues, on the Dues Card provided with this letter.

Bill Zwecker is 1971’s Planned Giving Chair. Currently we have 40 members of Princeton’s 1746 Society, up one from last 
year. In addition, we now have four Classmates who have made Life Income Bequests, totaling $168,000, to the University. 
Realized Bequests from our Classmates who have passed away stands at $434,000. Life Income Bequests are an excellent 
way to think about supporting Princeton. If you have questions about how to give to Princeton in this way, please reach out 
to Bill at PGC@princeton71.org. Any Life Income Gifts committed to Princeton in this coming year will count toward our 
50th Reunion Annual Giving total.
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EVENTS OF THE YEAR PAST:

Homecoming – October 26th, 2019: Yet undefeated, Princeton played Harvard and won, 30-24. Great game, enhanced by 
Princeton’s salute to the 1969 Football Team, which won the Ivy Championship in that year. There were several ’71 players 
on the 1969 team: Bernie Barrett, Dennis Burns, Bruce Corcoran, , Dave Dirks, Chuck Dressel, Art Ellis, 
Pete Hauck, Jack Hess, Kirk Liddell, Brian McCullough, Chris Montgomery, Stu Rickerson, John Roegge, Steve 
Saner, Ron Senchesak, Chris Waugh, Bill West and Rich Williamson, six of whom were present for the recognition. 
After the game, a large group of us moved to Tiger Inn, to the Class of 1971 Library, for our annual, end of day, Cocktail 
Gathering—for great conversation and refreshments. 

Princeton’s 150th Anniversary Game at Yankee Stadium – November 9, 2019: Over 30 classmates joined for the big 
day, coming from all over the U.S. and as far away as Australia. Our Class VP, Gary Walsh
Brunch at the Westin Grand Central – for an easy commute after, via Subway, to Yankee Stadium. Those attending included: 
Alan Usas, Ray Ollwerther, Jim Hart, Jamie Pitney, Ron Senchesak, Jack Hittson, Tom Leuner, , Mark 
Swanson, Gary Walsh, Bob Prichard, Mark Mazo, Chris Connell, Bill Kuntz, Phebe Miller, Bill Zwecker, Chuck 
Brodbeck, Kirk Liddell, Tom MacMillan, and 15 spouses, partners and children. Also in attendance at the Game were 
Greg Winsky, Joel Hoxie, , Al Barbieri, Jim Hart and . Mark Swanson was interviewed 
on the Princeton Radio Network at Half-Time – recounting WPRB’s broadcast of the ’69 Season, including the 100th  
Anniversary Game against Rutgers (a Princeton loss). Sadly, the 150th Game itself lacked real highlights – and the  
Dartmouth defense ruled – while the temperature plummeted to the 30’s after a late, 3:30 p.m. start. Nonetheless, a great 
day to gather in an iconic stadium for a major Football Anniversary – starring two great football teams supported by two 
enthusiastic fan bases.

San Diego Mini-Reunion – 2020 Version: For over 20 years, what started as a small annual gathering among a few San 
Diego locals—Smith, Kuntz, Rickerson, Scott Rogers and Ned Scudder—has evolved into a mini-major annual Class 
reunion. As they have for the past few years, an expanded group of committed SoCal Classmates gather in Solana Beach, 
CA at Tony’s Jacal, for authentic Mexican food and fun. This year they were joined by Classmates from seven states and 
Canada – totaling 36 and counting! Everyone covered their own food and drink and, along the way garnered $700 in  
donations to SWLF to support Class Reunions activities. The fun didn’t end there as those who came from a distance stayed 
on for a few days, to gather for dinners in the area, golf, museum and gallery visits, nature hikes and beach walks, among 
other activities—all accompanied by glorious, sunny, dry, mild weather. As always,  and Julie along with Stu 
Rickerson, organized it all. Joining them were Susan and John Arigoni, Liza and Don “KP” Kirkpatrick, Barbara and 
Tom Sinclair, Hildy and John Drummond, Kirk Liddell, Brad O’Brien, Tim Tosta, Mike Ladra, Bill Zwecker, Mike 
Pepper, Elyse Dasko and Rick Ostrow, Jeanine and Mike Twomey (long-distance award winner), Jack McNab, Maggie 
Riley-Hagan and Rob Watson, Bob Kuenzel, Susan and Bill Kuntz, Brian Langston, Heide and Dale Neuberger, and 
Jim Chiu. Of course, other classes have heard of this gathering and had to be part of it. Fay and Hugh Davies ’70 were 
there, as were Melissa and Larry Kurtz ’72. Maggie and Laird Hayes
sightseeing trip – still no excuse!). Gail and Scott Alexander had to cancel, along with Paul Deibel each for family reasons. 
Very much missed were (Hilary and) Murphey Harmon and (Carol and) Mark Wine, both loyal participants in the past in 
this annual celebration of ’71 and friendship. They were honored the following weekend as part of Princeton’s Alumni Day 
Service of Remembrance.

Alumni Day – February 22, 2020:  The Madison Award winner, Kip Thorne *65, who is a Theoretical Physicist and Nobel 

’87, the Woodrow Wilson Award 
winner, has lead the ACLU since 2001, and developed numerous campaigns to promote and 
protect civil liberties and basic freedoms.

- 4 -



The Annual Awards Luncheon was held, as is usual, in Jadwin Gym. Murphey Harmon’s widow, Hillary Durgin Harmon 
’85, Arlene Julius’s sister, Barbara Julius ’72, Mick McGinnis’ widow, Melissa, and Jerry Simandle’s widow, Jane Darton, 
sat with 1971 at our tables along with William Armiger, Richard DiFedele and Marie, Paul Fitzgerald, , 
Jack and Ronnie Hittson, Art Lowenstein, John Neale, Ray Ollwerther and Carol, Doug Pike, Jamie Pitney, David 
Schankler, Richard and Robbie Wyper Shell, Gerry Uehlinger and Cathy, Howard Zien and Podie Lynch.

away in 2017). The Service of Remembrance honored them and all other Princeton Alumni who have passed away in the 
past twelve months. Many of the spouses and families of ’71 attended the moving Service in the Chapel. As always, the 
prayers and music of this Service leave one in awe of that great space – which so beautifully celebrates the memory of all 
who have gone before us.

There are stories and photographs from all these events, as well as from prior years, on our Class website. I urge you to go 
to the website and check them out!

THIS COMING YEAR…

I am sad to say that we will not be able to enjoy and appreciate Princeton football this Fall. It is also doubtful that we will 
be able to enjoy the fun of our annual Homecoming events, both our Hittson/Lynch Tailgate (along with the University  
sponsored tailgate) or our reception after the game at the Class of 1971 Library at Tiger Inn. As for Alumni Day, given the 
timing and the risk of a second outbreak, it is also uncertain that the Wilson Award, or the Madison Medal, while they may 
be given, will be honored in front of a capacity audience, as they are in most years. There may be opportunities to work  
regionally with our Protégé Class of ’21 while they are learning remotely from their homes around the country and the 
world. Connect with Gary Walsh at vicepresident@princeton71.org  if you have local ideas for conversation.

It is hard to imagine how each of you has been challenged by the past few months. My experience is that every one of my 

As a result, I don’t dare, nor do I have the words, to articulate how any of us might be feeling.

responded to this limbo moment. It manifests itself in the thought that the years are passing and there are limits to the years 
ahead.

That is the perfect reason for all of us to appreciate our family, friends, health, good fortune, and the space where each of 
us live. Even more, a meaningful reason for us to work toward getting together next May to celebrate our 50th Reunion, at 
the best place of all—Princeton. 

With so many thanks to all the Executive Team who make our Class work….

In good health,

Podie Lynch
President
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Yankee Stadium --100th Game
Princeton vs Dartmouth (November 9, 2019)

Princeton Dartmouth Pre-Game Brunch
Brodbeck, Hart, Senchesak and Guest

Princeton Dartmouth Pre-Game Brunch, November 9, 2019 Class Picture

Princeton Dartmouth Pre-Game Brunch Kirk Liddell

1971's View from the Stands
Princeton vs Dartmouth
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San Diego - Don Kirkpatrick, Hildy Drummond, Mike & 
Jeanine Twomey,Bill Zwecker, Tim Tosta, M. Kurtz S72, 

John Arigoni

Bill Zwecker, Mike Pepper and Bob Kuenzel
enjoying the San Diego Reunion Dinner

Ray Ollwerther,

Richard Shell,

Robbie Wyper Shell

and friend of

Armiger

Alumni Day
February 22, 2020

Alumni Day Jadwin Lunch                                                            

Hillary Durgin Harmon '85 surrounded by roomates Cynthia 
Vehslage Meyers '85 & Elliott Ammidon Jacobs '85 S82
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                Laird Hayes & Tim Tosta - Whale Watching             Baja Whale Watching - Diebel, Moorstein & Sinclair

                              Baja Whale Watching -- Sinclair and a Whale

Baja Whales

(L-R) 

H. Drummond, K. Ladra,

J. Drummond, M. Ladra, N. Martin, 

T. Tosta, A. Usas, K. Usas,

G. Smith, P. Diebel, J. Smith, B. Sinclair,

L. Kirkpatrick & KP Kirkpatrick,

JT Miller '70, L. Hayes,

M. Mitrani (Guide) & T. Sinclair (kneeling)


